At the recent Delhi University Stu- 
denty’ Union elections, in whieh the 
Akhil Bharatiya Vidyurthi Eartabad (the 
student wing of the Jana Sanghi was elected, 
many people have aske! whether students 
ure becoming conservative and reactionary 
Are they no longer radicul? Are they un- 
principled? 

These questions often arise from the 
assumption that Delhi University repreacnts 
the centre of student politics. Unfortunately, 
this is not so Delhi University does play a 
very important role in student polaucs but 
it not the key factor Uf one has really to 
make an objective assessment uf the students 
of our country, one has to look at all the unj- 
versitiea and the various student unions. 


Our “ountry could be divided into four 
groups when we discuss student politics. 
Kerala and West Bengal together form the 
firat group, the secoud group consists of 
Delhi, Bombay aml Madras; the third group, 
of Madhya Pradesh, Jamunu & Kashmir, 
Uttar Pradesh, Maharashtra, Manipur and 
Assam, the last proup, of the rest of whe 
country’ Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, Gujarat, 
Mysore, Orissa, Punjub, Temil Nadu, Rajas- 
than, Nagaland, Meghalaya, Tripura, Har- 
yana, Himachal Pradesh, Goa and the Anda- 
man & Nicobar Islands 


In Kerala And West Bengal 


In Kerala and West Bengal, in the 
last round of elections to the Assembly 
as well ag to Parhament, the major cam- 
paigning for the political parties was done 
hy their respective student wings. In Kerala, 
the Studenta’ Federation of India (SFI) was 
the backbone of the CPM in woomng the 
votes of the young, and for the Congress 
11 wos the Kerala Students Union (KSU). 
The student wing of the CPI in Kerala, 
however, cud not play as important a role 
as the SFI and the KSU). Consequently, in 
the State's politics, what the students say 
matters a lot. 


In Kerala, there 1s a Coaliuian Govern- 
ment with Mr C Achutha Menon of the CPI 
as Chief Munister; and in West Bengal Mr 
Siddhartha Shankar Ray heads one of the 
most radical Congress Governments ever 
xeen in the States. Obviously, from this we 
can infer that wherever the students have 
really had a ray in what goes on, they have 
chosen leftist governments, 

Our elders often ask: “Are not the stu- 
dents destructive?" They say students often 
resort to thoughtless violence. This is not 
really true because wherever the student 


Student leaders ef Weet Bengal 
and Kerala held impertant pesi- 
tions in the Government and the 
Cengress Party. Not all students 
are as well organised as those in 
these two States but their poten- 
tial im our national life sheald 
not be underestimated. 


by P. RANGARAJAN 
KUMARAMANGALAM 


—8. N. Kulkarni 


A SLOGAN FOR CHANGE. The number of literate Indians is now 16.14 crores, But only 22.1 
lakhs are in the universities. The students of Delhi, though vociferous enough on local issues, 
show little interest in electioneering, says the author, Bombay's students are among the most 


. The students of West Bengal and Kerala, on the other hand, campaign 
ring elections and play a big role in State politics. 


passive in the couw 
for political parties 
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—Mona Chowdhury 


GIRLS ARE LESS INVOLVED, The number of literate men is 11.20 Pili Reg only 4.94 crore women know how to read and write. Their 


interest in politics is correspondingly less. Central and State Governments 
Separate departments have been set up in State Directorates of Education; women’s colleges and 


ave taken a number of steps tu entourage the education of girls. 


ostelx have been created. During 1970-71, 


there were 282.7 lakh girls in school-—23.9 lakhs studying in Classes I to V, 39.9 lakhs in Clusses VI to VIII and 14.9 lakhs in Classes IX to XI 


movement has been strong, they have fought 
against meaningless destruction and pre- 
vented chaos. It should be remembered that 
the West Bengal Chhatra Parishad (student 
wing of the Congress) played a constructive 
role in the State between 1969 and 1971. 
The Chhatra Parishad helped restore Jaw 
and order and cleared the atmosphere of 
violence which was corroding life in the 
State, 


The second group, consisting of the 
metropolitan cities, 1s obviously very im- 
portant. In Delhi, during the recent Univer- 
sity elections, although voting followed a 
caste basis to a great extent, caste was not the 
decisive factor. During the previous Metro- 
politan Council clections of Deli, the stu- 
dents supported the Jana Sangh. In spite 
of this, the Congress won the university 
elections at that time. Obviously, this shows 
that, in Delhi, the students cannot influence 
the ordinary electoyate. This is mainly be- 
cause the average student in Dethi is not 
politically inclined. He goes to vote on the 
basis of personal friendship and locol issues 
rather than on any valuation of the mani- 
festos which are placed in front of him. 


Neither Conservative Nor Communal 
The ABVP got a big majority of the 
votes mainly because the recent rustication 
of some students helped it attain a miurtyr’s 
image. Even in Delhi, whether political or 
non-political, no student loves authority. The 
basic distrust of authority caused them to 
feel that the rustications were the result of 
the establishment's desire to take revenge on 
those students who wanted to fight for their 
Causes. 
Further, the leftist students in Delhi 
were completely disunited due to internal 
rivalry and they were not able to impress 
upon the average student the fact that they 
also had suffered while fighting for the 
Cause of the students. One could say that 
Delhi University is neither conservative nor 
Communal, In fact it was the inability of 
the leftists to expose the so-called militant 
stand for change adopted by the ABVP that 


divided the progressive forces in Delhj Uni- 
versity. 

In Bombay, even after the Congress 
Party lost the municipal elections, the Na- 
tional Students’ Union has taken all the 
15 seats in the Student Welfare Board during 


this year’s elections. The Student Welfare 
Board is the only body today that can be 
considercd, mn Bombay University, to be re- 
presentative of the students Out of the 50 
colleges in which Students Union office 


—Continued 


DISCUSSING POLITICS? Mar.r, Lenin, Mao, Gandhi--the writings of these men are favourite 
subjects for discussion among our students today We have 86 universities with 2,792 arts, sci- 
ence and commerce colleges. In 1950-51. there were only 27 universities with 542 colleges The 
number of college students has risen from 3.6 lakhs in 1950-51 to 22.1 lakhs in 1970-71, 


—S. N. Kulkarni 


bearers sre elected, 35 are in the hands of 
the NSU. 


The students of Bombay are sympathe- 
tic to the Congress, not because of ideology 
but merely because they are organiacd and 
maintain personal contact, The students are, 
by and large, non-political and vote on per- 
sonal considerations. It is because of this 
that they do not have much say in State 
politics. Bombay therefore is another Delhi, 
with the small difference that the NSU 1s 
liked in Bombay whereas it is the ABVP 
that is popular in Delhi. 


Madras hes a character of its own, One 
cannot say that the students here are com- 
pletely non-political. They are interested in 
politics but not involved in it. In the 1967 
elections, they did play a very important po- 
litical role, but that was because their inter- 
este were hurt by the Centre's rigid stand on 
the language policy. This was the time of 
the anti-Hindi agitation. The students join- 
ed hands with the DMK and helped over- 


cha FLAG agit gol a hint pt eg oa ee pe prem ng ea np ka 
e ers Building, which houses sovernment offices in Calcutta. longs to ‘ederat: 
throw the Congress Government. But very of Revolutionary Students. Every major political party in West Bengal maiptains an active 
soon the students and the DMK fell out. student wing. Elections to college unions are often financed from party funds. 


A KICK IN THE PANTS. Calcutta's youth—always in the forefront 
of LA gcc agitations—know what it is to be roughed up by the police 
and how to face teargas. In 1966, the city's youth came out on the 
streets in bag 5 of the CPI and the CPM against the Congress Gov-' 
ernment, In 1970 and 1971, they shifted to the tricolour and spear- 
headed the Congress victory in the 1972 mid-term polls. 
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After that, the students of Madras have 
again become inactive. Today student anger 
is slowly rising against the DMK because 
of the oppressive means used by the party 
in schools and colleges to achieve its ends. 


The students ef West Bengal are per- 
haps the most politically aware and active 
im the country. Calcutta’s students often get 
many important decisions changed because 
of the strength they represent. 


Active Only In Some Towns 


The third group has students who are 
involved in politics, but the involve- 
ment is restricted to certain towns and 
universities. In Madhya Pradesh, for exam- 
ple, Bhopal, Gwalior and Indore are the only 
three towns which have any sort of student 
activity which is political in nature. Simi- 
larly, Allahabad, Gorakhpur, Banaras and 
Lucknow are the focal points of the stu- 
dent movement in Uttar Pradesh. In these 
States, student activity is concentrated in a 
few towns and, universities. Even the major 
universities in‘ Bansras and Allahabad, 
which have often been in the news, have 
not really been able to influence national 
policies, In these States, a number of the 
Student Unions are held by the NSU. 


Surprisingly enough, in Jammu and 
Kashmir, there is no student organisation, 
other than the NSU, which is very active. 
This is surprising because students have 
been the main supporters of the Plebiscite 
Front. Today, the NSU in Jammu & Kash- 
mir is the strongest student body and it is 
quite possible that, in the very immediate 
future, it will be able to influence the State's 
affairs. 

Limited Role 

Of course, one cannot say that it is only 
the Congress which has support among the 
students in this group. The ABVP and the 
Samajwadi Yuvajan Sabha (SYS) have 
a substantial following in many uni- 
versities in UP. In Madhya Pradesh, too, 
the ABVP has support among students. But 
one very important and noticeable point is 
that the student movement in these States 
is not powerful enough to have any real ef- 
fect on State politics, The students are able 
to organise strikes in the universities. This 
apart, they do not really contribute very 
much, They certainly play no part in the 
rise or fall of any government. 


Not Ideological 


In the last group, student activity is 
limited and does not have anything to do 
with ideology. Some student organisations, 
backed by political parties, have small pools 
of support but are of little significance. In 
Andhra Pradesh, Bihar and Punjab, the All 
India Students’ Federation, the student wing 
of the CPI, is active, but in Gujarat, Orissa, 
Tamil Nadu and Rajasthan, the other four 
major States, the AISF does not have much 
to do. In Mysore, the AISF does have some 
hold in the student movement but this 


—Continued 


SPARE THE ROD AND... These Delhi stu- 


Their forms of protest are 0: ingenious. 
Last year, a few them some 
buses of the Delhi Tronspert Gadersabion: 


2. B. Bedi— 


—R. B. Bedi 


STONE FOR STONE. Dethi boys and policemen fight it out with bnckbats (above). The 
policemen give up the battle and flee towards their Black Marias (below). The three r 
ite issues for in Delhi University are the city's bus services, the university's syllabus 
and Hindi. Delhi boys, who have become expert bus burners, then complain of poor transport 


facilities 


Mousa Chowdhury 


always been open to non-Muslems 
Before dependence, AMU_ was 
the breeding ground for Mustvm teud- 


22 


SOUND OF MUSIC. A pro- 
fessor looks sadly at the 
burnt books and damaged 
musical instruments after 
hus room in Jadavpur Uni- 
versity, Calcutta, been 
ransacked by students. In 
Tamil Nadu last mouth, stu- 
dents began an agitation de- 
manding the resignation of 
the Karunanidhi Minatry 
hecause of ts “anti-student 
polices” They accused the 
CM of hinng “goondas” to 
beat them up. 

THE AUTHOR, P. Runga- 
rayon Ktmaramangalaim, 
with Mrs Indira andhi, 
beside the body of his 
father, the former Union 
Minester for Steel and 
Mmes, Mr Mohan Kumara- 
mangalam Rangarajen is a 
student of law in Delhy Uni- 
versity 


is only with the help of the NSU. In Tamil 
Nadu (Madras city apart), the Congress (O) 
and the DMK are the only two parties which 
have a following nmong students. The other 
parties are not too strong. 


We can ser, therefore, that “progressive” 
forces, as represented by the CP1 and the 
Congress, have support all over the coun- 
try. Wherever conservatives have come up, 
they have done so by a show of “progres- 
sive” militancy—and militancy will always 
attract the young. 


Desire For Change 


One cannot understand the Indian situa- 
tion by looking at the result of one or two 
university students’ union elections. The 
crux of the matter is, simply, that the atu- 
dent wants a drastic change in the society in 
which he lives. He wants reform in the edu- 
cational] system. He wants an egalitarian 
society. 

Sometimes, the desire for change, the 
rebellious attitude, leads studenta into ex- 
tremist parties, both of the right and the left. 
Again, antisocial elements join the students 
and somctimes succeed in creating chaos. 


But the whole student bury should not be 
condemned for the misdemeanours of a few. 


The few persons who try and create 
chaos, or attempt to turn the student move- 
ment away fiom the constructive track, will 
always be there 


The fact is that the Indian student 1; 
rowing increasingly aware of socia! and 
political realities, He is trying to understand 
huis role in the life of the nation. Ay he con- 
templates the future, he feels sympathy for 
those trying to abolish injustice. He is angry 
ut the status quo, Most of our political par- 
ties are interested in maintaining the status 
quo—with all ity inherent injustices. 

The student who is concerned about his 


and his countrv'’s future wants to change all 
this. 


THE CAMPUS WARS 


The Aligarh, Dethy, Lucknow Cai 
cutta and Bannrays Hindu Unirersitees 
are always in the news because of stu 
dent riots, The reasons differ but the 
form, of protest are the same- des- 
Tration of praperty, mesnulting beha- 
nave towards professors and gounda- 
Sam 


The problems of Alugaris Musloa 
Universty have acqured signifiwauce 
wo veew of the coming vlections an Ut- 
tar Pradesh The Mushm vote m the 
State woof erucwl umporlance The 
Congress Gaovetument ahenated a larae 
anmber of Muslims by the AMU 
(Amemtmenty Bill, 18? The Musiims 
felt that at went ayaimst the Constitu- 
hemal guarantee to minorities embodi- 
ed an Article 30(1) ° All minorities, 
whether based on relynon or rig gar 
shall have the right to establish and 
adminster educational wistitviious of 
thesr choice “ 


The AMU was founded by Sir 
Syed Ahmed It was financed by dona- 
tions from Muslims. In 1920 the Bri- 
tish Government passed un act award- 
ang at the status of a pnvate Musiim 
unrversity and recognising exclusive 


Musiim control. AMU, however, has 


ers of both kinds--those who demand- 
ed partition and those who were for an 
integrated Hindustan. But the former 
clement gave the univermty a commu- 
nalimage Muslims feel that after free- 
dom the Government has been delibe- 
rately altering the “Muslim character” 
of the mstunton 


AMU has 5,000 of the country’s 
50,000 Muahm college students. There 
ure 3,000 Hindus Muslims view the 
increasing number of non-Muslim stu- 
dents and staff with alarm; also the 
fact that the control of the unwersity 
hus yone vut of their hands The Stu- 
dents’ Union has expelled Mr Nurul 
Hasan, Union Miniter for Eduation 
(who mloted the AMU Amendment 
Bul, 1972), and Mr Fakhruddin Ali 
Ahmed, Union Food Minister, from its 
life membership—although there 1 no 
provision for such dismissals, 


The other aspect of the Govern- 
ment’s reforms concerns the “democra- 
tiation” of the university’s bodies. 

Muslims feel that they are at the 
short end uf the secular stick. They 
point unt that no reforms have been 
attempted in the Banaras Hindu Uni- 
versity, 

The Centre has given in to some 
of the demands and it is hkely that 
peace will return to AMU, In October 
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this year, President V. V. Giri, in his 
capacity as visitor of AMU, approved 
amendments to certain statutes. The 
powers of the Vice-Chancellor were 
restri:ted and provisions were made to 
ensure that Muslims remained in con- 
trol of the executive bodies. 


Violence on other campuses is 
‘caused by a variety of reasons, but 
mainly because of personal and party 
rivalries. The Socialists have a large 
red Mg Mccapniaioeg) - rete 

gh ti ‘ongress has its support- 
evs, the Opposition parties of Uitar 
Pradesh (Congress O, Jana Sanch, 
Bharatiya Kranti Dal, Socialist Party 
—especially the Raj Narain faction) 
command the allegiance of most of the 
students. 


In BHU, the Jana Sangh and the 
RSS have a powerful block of sup- 
porters. Caste is a constant source of 
trouble in BHU, and inter-caste quar- 
relg often take murderous shape. 

In West Bengal and Kerala, the 
students are not with the Opposition 
parties. In Calcutta University, the 
CPI and the C 3s dominate the 
P ‘ West’ gible ‘ slleg but 
power in ‘s colleges, 
today only the Chhatra Parishad fing 
is visible, 

P.C. 
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